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permutation of two prefixes pu and fcu, ko and to and
this phenomenon, which is of morphological character,
tends to prove the Austro-Asiatic origin of the words
in which it is observed.
It is now clear that this discussion of principle was
necessary before examining the significance of the group
Kodnmbara-Odumbara. We now know that the presence
or absence of the initial Tc does not prove that the names
are Austro-Asiatic. Before proceeding further it will be
of advantage to discuss a second problem closely related
to the first.
A priori nothing forbids us to say: Kulinda = K 4- ulinda;
if I have abandoned that method of arguing it is because
the Austro-Asiatie languages present derivatives of the
type Ku-linda. Ka is a prefix frequently met with in these
languages and the vowel u normally replaces there a.
This indicates the way which we should follow. If
Kodumbara-Odumbara form a pair in Middle-Indian and
Udumbdra in Sanskrit corresponds with them, we should
start from the form *Kudumbara.i Isolating the prefix
ku- we should see if the element dumbara can-be explained
in such a group of Non-Aryan languages. In short we
have got to see if *&udnmbara can be normally derived
from an Austro-Asiatic root by prefixing &&-.
The Indian flora possess a sort of eoloquintida which
the Botanists call Lagenaria vulgaris and which like a
large number of gourds are of Eastern Asiatic origin.
In Sanskrit the name of the fruit is tumba; we have
also tumbl and tumbuha. It is not at all possible to
separate it from the word godnmba which is used for
1   As Prk. odumbara is derived from Skt.  udwribara so  also it is
probable that Pali kodumbara comes from *kudumbara.